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Market and Development of Personal Jet 
 

Johnny T. Doo 
 
Personal aircraft has always been attractive for many people as the best means for 
traveling as it provides the point-to-point transportation with utmost flexibilities.  With 
the recent advancements in small jet engine technology that combines performance, 
fuel efficiency and reliability, coupled with advanced avionics and manufacturing 
technology, “personal Jet” is now a reality 
 
The classification of small jet aircraft has been somewhat confusion in recent years.  
Business jet like Cessna CJ-2+ or Sino-Swearingen Aircraft SJ30-2 in the $6 million 
range are identified “Entry Level Jet”; Cessna Mustang priced at $2.5 million are 
called “Very Light Jet”; and further more, the $1.5 million Eclipse 500 are also 
refereed to as VLJ while the $1.4 million Diamond Aircraft D-JET is called “Personal 
Jet”. 
 
The real definition of “Personal Jet” is based on the primary intended purpose of the 
aircraft.  Diamond Aircraft’s D-JET is designed for individuals that use the airplane for 
personal (including business & pleasure) travel, as oppose to aircraft like Eclipse 500 
primarily designed for air taxi services.   
 
The market for the “Personal Jet” is looking bright.  FAA forecast the active turbojet 
general aviation and air taxi aircraft will grow over 100% from about 10,000 in 2006 to 
over 20,000 by year 2018.  The new aircraft requirements would be more than just 
the operational growth but also to include the aging fleet replacements; high 
percentage of the number of new aircraft increases is expected to be in the small jet 
sector.  There are more than 5,000 airports in the US with over 3,000 ft runway that 
can accommodate personal jets, as compared to just over 100 major airports that has 
regular airline services.  A major selling point of the personal jet is that it not only can 
take you right to the designation with significant time saving, but also the ability to 
avoid the congested major airports and the flight connections of the airlines.   
 
There are several companies working on Personal Jet projects at this time, the 
Diamond Aircraft being the most accomplished in the development of the new 
product.  D-JET is specifically design for personal use right from the beginning while 
also capable of air taxi services.  The aircraft is a five seat single-engine jet that can 
cruise at 25,000 ft with a maximum cruise speed of 315 knots.  The aircraft is an all 
composite aircraft equipped with the Williams International FJ-33 engine and the 
state-of-the-art Garmin G-1000 avionic with GPS navigation system.  The “Proof-of-
Concept” test aircraft made its first flight in April 2006, and the first production 
prototype built from production tooling joint the test program in September 2007. 
 
With challenges ahead, personal jet is now a reality and expected to become a 
significant part of the aviation industry in the very near future. 

 



 
2007 Annual Convention Summary 

 
 
We had a very successful 2007 Annual Convention on March 10 and we did it 
together.  Mr. Steven Goo was our keynote speaker this year and he gave us an 
excellent speech on "Trends and Opportunities in the Aerospace Industry".   We were 
extremely honored by our special guests, Mr. Don Knabe and Mrs. Laura Lee.  
 
Every board member did an excellent job to coordinate the whole convention with the 
good food and the beautiful decoration.  All did an excellent job to support especially 
Peter (floor), Frank (registration), Jim (decoration), Philip (flower), Jun (treasurer), 
Jane (MC) and Cathy (Program and MC).  We want to thank you all for a wonderful 
memory in 2007 annual convention.  Please continue to give your supports to SCAAE 
in the future. 
 
 

Evening Program Photos  
 

 
Keynote Speaker: Boeing’s Vice President Steve Goo 

 



 
Presented the Award to Mr. Steve Goo 

 
 

 
SCAAE’s Service Staffs 

Fred Shen, Nelson Mar, Charles Lee, Louis Huang, and Phil Oyoung 
 
 



 
2007 Annual Convention Working Committee 
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Cerritos’ Mayor Laura Lee 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
Different view in the convention room 

 

 
Part of the Boeing’s staffs at the convention 

 



 
One of the beautiful special shows 

 

 
Special ���������  show 

 
 

 


